CHAPTEK IV

WATER SUPPLY

THE necessity of providing a sufficient and suitable pub-
introduc- jic water supply is now fully recognized in every civilized
community. Next to the protection of life comes the safe-
guarding of the public health, and in connection with this
latter function the city's water supply is a factor of supreme
importance. It is desirable that the citizens shall have
plenty of water delivered conveniently for their use; it is
equally desirable that this supply shall be pure and whole-
some. It is quite true, of course, that no such thing as
absolute purity is either obtained or demanded; but a
reasonable approach to it is something that must be sought
by every well-governed community. More- than one city
department, notably the fire-protection service and the
department of public health, must, in the nature of things,
be able to put full reliance upon the adequacy and the
purity of the water supply. It has sometimes been said, in
fact, that one may judge the efficiency of a city's govern-
ment by testing its water supply. Water is, at any rate, a
commodity that goes into each man's home every hour of
the day and every day of the year. If its quality is defi-
cient, the citizens are sure to pay a penalty in one way or
another*1

1 The penalty which a community actually pays In terms of dollars
and cents has been worked out by my colleague, Professor G. C. Whipple,
in his little volume on The Value of Pure Water (New York, 1907).
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